SPEECHES

and elective body, no serious political party would
prefer persistence in commercial boycott to the use of
the powers conceded. Or if education were similarly
made free of official control and entrusted to a popular
body, as Lord Reay once thought of entrusting it, no
sensible politician would ask the nation to boycott
that  education. Or if the  courts  were  manned  by
Indian judges and made responsible not to the  Exe-
cutive  but  to  a  Minister  representing  the  people,
arbitration   would  immediately  take  its  place   as  a
supplementary aid to the regular courts. So also the
refusal   to   co-operate   in   an   administration   which
excludes the people from an effective voice does not
involve a refusal to co-operate in an administration of
which the people are an effective part. The refusal
of autocratic gifts does not involve a refusal to take up
popular rights inalienably secured to the people. It
is on the contrary with the object of compelling the
concession of the various elements of Swaraj by peace-
ful moral pressure and in the absence of such conces-
sions developing our own institutions to the gradual
extrusion, and final supplanting of bureaucratic insti-
tutions that the policy of self-help and passive resis-
tance was started. This acceptance of popular rights
does not imply the abandonment of the ideal of com-
plete autonomy or of the use of passive resistance in
case of any future arbitrary interference with the rights
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